MEDIA RELEASE

TOP TEN WORLD’S WORST POLLUTION PROBLEMS 2008

CH-Zurich – October 22, 2008 – Two independent environmental groups - U.S.-based Blacksmith Institute and Green Cross Switzerland - have issued a Top Ten list of the world’s worst pollution problems 2008. The list appears in the pollution report jointly developed by Green Cross Switzerland and Blacksmith Institute. The report addresses the role of pollution as one of the leading contributing factors to death and disability in the world and highlights the disproportionate effects on the health of children. 

The Top Ten list includes recognized pollution problems such as urban air pollution and often overlooked issues such as recycling of car batteries. The pollution problems listed in the report have a significant impact on human health around the world and result in death, chronic illness and neurological damage of millions of people, especially for children. With effective intervention measures many of these fatalities and illnesses could be prevented.

“Our goal with the 2008 report is to increase awareness of the severe toll that pollution takes on human health and inspire the international community to act,” said Richard Fuller, founder of Blacksmith Institute. ”Remediation is both possible and cost-effective. Clean air, water and soil are human rights,” emphasized Nathalie Gysi, General Manager of Green Cross Switzerland.

Top ten of the world’s worst pollution sources 2008

The report identifies a total of 21 issues across a broad range of pollutants and pollution sources. It is the result of an analysis of over 600 sites in Blacksmith’s database of polluted places as well as recommendations by relevant experts. The world’s worst pollution problems include:
-	Indoor air pollution
-	Urban air quality
-	Untreated sewage water 
-	Contaminated groundwater
-	Contaminated surface water 
-	Artisanal gold mining 
-	Industrial mining activities
-	Metals smelting and processing
-	Radioactive waste and uranium processing
-	Lead-acid battery recycling

The 2008 pollution report defines and explains each pollution problem and cites examples of communities around the globe where human health suffers as a result of each type. A copy of the report will be available for download at www.greencross.ch on October 22, 2008 at 9:00 am CET. 

Underrated pollution problems with adverse health effects

The Top Ten list of pollution problems includes the world’s worst yet often overlooked pollution problems. Highly toxic mercury amalgamation used in artisanal and small-scale mining (ASM) affects up to 15 million mine workers, 4.5 million of which are women as well as 600,000 children. According to estimates, up to 95 percent of the mercury used in ASM is released into the environment. Hundreds of kilograms of mercury are used every day for gold extraction. Concentrations of less than 1 microgram per cubic meter are harmful.

Indoor air pollution (IAP) is another often overlooked health hazard for people in developing countries. An estimated 80 percent of households in China, India and Sub-Saharan Africa use biomass fuels for cooking in insufficiently ventilated rooms. IAP is responsible for nearly three million deaths per year and for four percent of worldwide cases of illness.

The recycling of used lead-acid batteries (ULAB) poses another serious pollution problem. Higher prices for recycled lead are directly contributing to the growth of the recycling market. However, ULAB recycling is often practiced in densely populated areas and, unfortunately, with little knowledge of potential health risks.

In addition to the Top Ten list, the report also includes an extended list of 20 environmental issues, the so-called Toxic Twenty. This list highlights a range of issues, such as pollution processes in oil extraction and in the production and uncontrolled disposal of oil products.

Criteria for 2008 Top Ten pollution problems 

The Top Ten list is based on criteria compiled by a team of international environment and health experts - including researchers from Johns Hopkins, Bloomberg School of Public Health, Mt. Sinai Medical Center, Emory University and City University of New York - serving on Blacksmith Institute’s Technical Advisory Board. Specialists from Green Cross Switzerland also participated in this evaluation. The three primary criteria include: toxicity of the pollutant, directness of pathway, and number of people affected globally. According to Dr. Stephan Robinson, Head of International Disarmament Program at Green Cross, the new approach provides a benchmark for the types of pollution problems listed in previous Blacksmith reports about the world’s ten most polluted places. 

The list uncovers some of the least known but rapidly growing pollution problems in developing countries. A study done by a Cornell researcher found that 40% of deaths worldwide are caused by water, air and soil pollution. Even conservative estimates indicate that environmental factors account for 25% of the death toll in the developing world. Beyond death, the report says, pollution compromises the quality of life for millions through chronic illness, neurological damage and shortened life span. 
Large steps have been taken by the global community to combat some of the worst threats to human health, such as Malaria and HIV/AIDs, the report states. While much attention has been paid to these pandemics, the relationship between human health and pollution seems to have been largely ignored. The authors of the 2008 Top Ten pollution problem report complain that only a fraction of international aid is allocated to remediation, despite the significant threat posed by pollution, and the proven efficacy of interventions.

The 2008 pollution problem report also includes four separate sublists:
-	The four least known pollution problems
-	The eight most serious pollution problems affecting children
-	The seven most serious pollution problems in Africa
-	The four cross-generational pollution problems

The Blacksmith Institute and Green Cross Switzerland have been partners since 2006. Among other things, the two organizations are working on projects to eliminate pollution problems caused by former mining and metal smelting operations in Rudnaya Pristan, in the Russian far east, as well as to address radioactive contaminations from Uranium mining activities in Mailuu Suu (Kyrgyztan).

About Blacksmith Institute and Green Cross Switzerland

The Blacksmith Institute works to identify dangerously polluted places around the world and to initiate clean-up action in developing countries. In the most polluted areas Blacksmith works with local partners, including environmental authorities, to develop large-scale projects for potential funding by international agencies. Since 1999, the Blacksmith Institute has completed over 50 projects and is currently engaged in over 30 projects in 14 countries.

Green Cross Switzerland facilitates overcoming consequential damages caused by industrial and military disasters and contaminated sites from the period of the Cold War. Central issues are the improvement of the living quality of people affected by chemical, radioactive and other types of contamination, as well as the promotion of a sustainable development in the spirit of co-operation instead of confrontation. The environmental organization is internationally recognized for professional action. Green Cross International with headquarters in Geneva was founded by the former President of the Soviet Union, Mikhail Gorbachev, in 1993. The organization is composed of a network of 30 affiliate organizations, which work to support peace and security as well as solve problems of poverty and the environment.

For further information please contact Stephan Robinson at telephone 079 625 64 67.



